
The Great Fire of London





Unit Overview
Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6

Key question:
What was London
like in 1666?

Key question:
What happened on
2ndSeptember 1666?

Key question:
How did the fire
spread, and how do
we know?

Key question:
What was left of
London?

Key question:
How was London
rebuilt?

Key question:
How did the fire impact
the future?

Historical Skill:
Evidence and
Interpretation

Historical Skill:
Cause and
Consequence

Historical Skill:
Historical Significance

Historical Skill:
Evidence and
Interpretation

Historical Skill:
Similarity & Difference

Historical Skill:
Chronology & Historical
Significance

Substantive concepts build
on:

Civilisation

Substantive concepts build
on:

Civilisation

Substantive concepts build
on:

Civilisation and
Monarchy

Substantive concepts build
on:

Civilisation and
Monarchy

Substantive concepts build
on:

Civilisation and
Monarchy

Substantive concepts build
on:

Civilisation and
Monarchy

‘Hands On’ History
These lessons would benefit from being as practical as possible. Any opportunity for the children to look at images, watch
video clips, talk to people about the past and ask questions would be a great experience and further enrich the planned

lessons’ content.
Below are some practical ideas for each lesson of this unit

• Ask their grown-ups at home about the Great Fire of London. What do they know about it? Can they remember learning about it when they were at school?
• Watch a video clip of a simulation of the bakery burning down. This will help the children to understand how the fire spread so quickly.
• Learn the song ‘London’s Burning’ and perform it to the rest of the school.
• Bury a time capsule - similar to Samuel Pepys burying his cheese and wine for safekeeping. What would the children want to keep safe?


