
How have children’s toys changed since our grandparents were little?



Unit Overview
Key question:
How can we find out
about the past?

Key question:
What are our toys like now?

Key question:
What was my favourite toy
when I was a baby?

Key question:
What were our
caregivers’ toys like and
how do we know?

Key question:
What were our older relatives’
toys like and how do we
know?

Key question:
Final Response - How
have children’s toys
changed since our older
relatives were little?

Learning objective:
Evidence and Interpretation

Learning objective:
Historical Significance

Learning objective:
Change and continuity

Learning objective:
Chronology

Learning objective:
Chronology

Learning objective:
Similarity and difference

Substantive concepts to
build on:

trade, industry

Substantive concepts to
build on:

trade, civilisation

Substantive concepts to
build on:

trade, civilisation, industry

Substantive concepts to
build on:

trade, civilisation, industry

Success criteria:
civilisation, industry

Success criteria:
civilisation, industry

These lessons would benefit from being as practical as possible. Any opportunity for the children to look at toys, ask questions about toys and play with toys from different times would be a great
experience for the children and would further enrich the content of the planned lessons.
Below are some practical ideas for each lesson of this unit.

Children should have the
opportunity to look at and
handle different toys.
There should be some
old toys and some new
toys.
Ideally one toy per table
group for the main activity
and the children could move
around the room looking at
each one in turn.

Prior to this lesson
children would need to
bring in a favourite toy
from home that they play
with in the present day.
If this isn’t possible - a
photograph of one will
do.

Prior to this lesson children
are asked to bring in a
photograph of themselves
playing with a favourite
baby toy.

Prior to the lesson children
are asked to talk to their
parents about the toys they
played with growing up.
There is a prompt sheet for
the children to take home and
fill in.
If possible, you could invite
parents into school to talk
to the class.
A variety of 1990s toys for
the children to look at in the
classroom would benefit this
lesson - they would also
make a nice display.

Prior to the lesson children
are asked to talk to their
grandparents about the toys
they played with growing up.
There is a prompt sheet for
the children to take home
and fill in.
If possible, you could invite
grandparents into school to
talk to the class.
A variety of 1960s toys for
the children to look at in the
classroom would benefit this
lesson - they would also make
a nice display.

Children will be recapping the
toys that they have looked at
throughout this unit - so if you
have some toys in the
classroom, or have made a
display as you’ve gone along,
this will be great for the
children.


