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20th March 2020 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carers 
  
This a long letter, for which I apologise, but please take the time to read it all carefully as it contains important                      
information regarding the school closure. 
 
As you are aware, schools have been directed to close today and remain closed until further notice EXCEPT                  
FOR CHILDREN OF KEY WORKERS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN, as part of the country’s ongoing              
response to COVID-19 (coronavirus). 
 
Manor Park CE First School and Pre-school will provide support for the children of key workers and vulnerable                  
children. This will include the continuation of Breakfast and After-School Club provision for those that require it.                 
In these times of a public health emergency though we are offering a different type of care. We will not be                     
following a normal school day. 
 
If you are a key worker and you only need your child to be part time in school to support the social isolation as                        
directed by the Government, we would be extremely grateful if you could keep your child at home when possible                   
as we believe there will now be a larger number of children attending our school than we had envisaged. We                    
are currently setting up a system so that we can achieve this. 
 
KEY WORKERS 
At ten past midnight today, the UK Government issued the following guidance regarding which children are                
eligible to come into school from next week. There were two key areas. 
 
Firstly, the continued support and care for vulnerable children was outlined. The school has already contacted                
families who fall into this category and we have had a discussion about the children falling into this category                   
attending school.  
 

Secondly, the Government has also produced the following list of who they felt were 
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 ‘Critical Workers’ during the COVID-19 crisis. Please see the following link : 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision 

 
The Government and Dorset County Council advice however also states that 
  
“MANY PARENTS WORKING IN THESE SECTORS MAY BE ABLE TO ENSURE THEIR CHILD IS KEPT AT                
HOME AND EVERY CHILD WHO CAN BE SAFELY CARED FOR AT HOME SHOULD BE.” 
 
So to recap: 
The government is asking “parents to keep their children at home, WHEREVER POSSIBLE, and asked schools                
to remain open ONLY for those children WHO ABSOLUTELY NEED TO ATTEND.”  
 
“It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational establishments remain safe places for                
children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the FEWER CHILDREN IN EDUCATIONAL                
SETTINGS, THE LOWER THE RISK THAT THE VIRUS CAN SPREAD and infect vulnerable individuals in               
wider society.” 
 
“Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a LIMITED NUMBER of children - children                  
who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and CANNOT BE SAFELY                 
CARED FOR at home.” DFE 
 
These are difficult times for everyone in the country and I know that we all want to be able to get through this as                        
quickly as we possibly can. In order to do that please ensure that you continue to follow advice regarding                   
self-isolation (if applicable), social distancing, only making trips that are essential and maintaining high levels of                
hygiene. 
 
At this point, I would also like to reassure you that I have also confirmed that any child who is currently in receipt                       
of free school meals will be able to have a school meal regardless of whether they are attending school during                    
this time or not. Further information will be shared with families who are in receipt of this. For other children who                     
are attending school please bring in a packed lunch. We are currently talking to Local Food Links about                  
Universal Infant Free School Meals (Reception, Years 1 and 2 only) and the ability to purchase a packed lunch                   
(Years 3 and 4), we will update you when we know more.  
 
If you are a key worker and need to use our provision, please contact the school URGENTLY on 01305                   
268741. Please do not just turn up on Monday as we have to prepare appropriate supervision for all children. If                    
you would like to book your child in for Breakfast Club, After School Club and the Easter holidays and you are A                      
KEY WORKER then please continue to do so in the usual way by email - mmoa@manorpark.dorset.sch.uk 
 
Please note, that any children coming into school will still need to wear their school uniform. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs M Pallister 
Headteacher 
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