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Ella Fitzgerald Year 1

                                                               (Key Vocabulary / Definitions)

Jazz Music A type of music invented in America which often includes the following 
instruments:  saxophone, trumpet, piano, double bass, and drums

Great 
Depression

A time in America when lots of people were struggling and didn’t have 
enough money

Grammy An award given to somebody who is very talented at music

Career A job that somebody does for a long time
Ella Fitzgerald Key Knowledge

Who she was

Who was Ella 
Fitzgerald?

She was a world famous female jazz singer for over 50 
years.

How did she 
become a 
singer?

After her mum died when Ella was only 15 years old, 
she was heartbroken and ran away from school.  She 
had to look after herself so started singing and dancing 
on street corners to earn money. One day, she won a 
singing competition and later got offered a job by a big 
band leader called Chick Webb.

Singing Career

Ella Fitzgerald receiving a 
Grammy Award in Las Vegas 
in 1963.

  
What is she 
famous for?

● Her amazing singing voice - she could sing a vast 
range of notes, had exceptional rhythm and could 
make her voice imitate every instrument in the 
band.

● She won She won 14 Grammy Awards, including 
one for lifetime achievement. She also received a 
Kennedy Center Honor for lifetime achievement 
(1979) and the National Medal of Arts (1987).

Her life and legacy

Ella singing with her jazz 
band.

When was she 
born and when 
did she die?

Ella was born in 1917 in Virginia in the USA.  She died 
in 1996 (aged 79). 

What is Ella 
Fitzgerald 
remembered for?

She is remembered as one of the best jazz singers of 
the 20th century and was known as the “First Lady of 
Song”.

https://www.britannica.com/art/Grammy-Award

