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History Focus: The lives of significant 
individuals in the past.

Maya Angelou Year 1

                                                               (Key Vocabulary / Definitions)

Author the writer of a book, play, story, or other written work.

Autobiographer a history of a person's life written or told by that person.

Civil rights 
activist

a person who stands up and makes sure everyone has equal rights 
in life;  regardless of the colour of their skin, age, gender etc.

Poet a  person who writes poems.

Maya Angelou  Key Knowledge

Who she was

Who was Maya 
Angelou?

Maya Angelou was an American poet, autobiographer 
and civil rights activist.

What was her 
childhood like?

Maya grew up in Missouri, America. She and her brother 
grew up living mainly with their Mother and 
Grandmother. Maya  always had a love of reading and 
read Shakespeare and Dickens from the age of eight. 
Her first job at the age of 16 was a cable car conductor 
in San Francisco. At the time she became known for 
being the first black woman to work on the cable cars. 

Her career

Maya Angelou 
performing her poem 
at Bill Clinton’s 
inauguration (1993).

What was she 
famous for?

Maya was originally famous for writing her first 
autobiography. She went on to produce films, write 
poems and talk publicly about civiil rights. In 1993 she 
performed her poem ‘On The Pulse Of the Morning’ in 
front of the President Bill Clinton. She was the first black 
woman in history to perform at a presidential 
inauguration. Maya went on to write more 
autobiographies (seven in tota)l, produce films and 
speak publicly about civil rights issues.

Her legacy

When was she 
born?

Maya Angelou was born in 1928 in Missouri, America. 
She died in May 2014 at the age of 86 years old. 

What is Maya 
Angelou 
remembered for?

Maya is remembered today as an inspirational speaker, 
writer and poet. She will be remembered for her world 
famous first autobiography ‘I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings’ and her public speaking for peace, justic and 
harmony.


