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New Staff 

Miss Cridland
The Ark

Miss Constantine
Pre-School

Mr Gayton
Reception

Mr White
Penguin Class

Miss Lees
Kingfisher Class

Mr Kain
Tiger Class

Mrs Wittman
Parrot Class

Mrs Elliott 
Otter Class

The sun may not have shone as brightly on
Thursday, but all the children of Manor

Park were running and walking super stars
as they raised money for Cancer Research

UK (and had a lot of fun doing it!)
Children walked and ran in their year

groups around the perimeter of the school
with their friends and teachers in our

school Race for life. From our youngest
Pre-school children to our Year 4s, Manor

Park children took up the challenge,
raising a huge amount of money for

Cancer Research UK. Every penny will go
towards research into beating 200 different
types of Cancer. So thank you to everyone

who donated to this worthy cause.
Pre-school to Year 1 completed just over 1k

with our Years 2-4 completing 2k. The
sound of laughing, chatting and

excitement rang around the school as each
class and year group took their turn and
were awarded their completion medals.

Our fundraising was complete with a
victory lap at the end of the day when we

were able to welcome parents, families and
friends into the playgrounds to clap the

children wearing their medals proudly and
sharing our success as a community for

raising a huge amount of money. 



Young Marketeers

On Wednesday 22nd September, 4 children from Year 2 visited Dorchester Market to
sell the fruit and vegetables they had grown both in school and at home.  They

helped to set up the stall and made price tags and then ran the stall for the duration
of the morning.

 
This was the culmination of a project set up by Local Food Links - the company who

supply our hot school meals - as they had noticed that lots of local children didn’t
understand where food came from and thought that you just got everything from

the supermarket.
 

So last academic year, the Year 1 children were visited by local market stall holders
who talked about their job and what this entailed.  We were given some runner bean

seeds which the children planted and looked after during the summer term.  They
also kept plant diaries to encourage them to observe how the  plants changed over
time.   In addition, Year 2 children were given seeds that they took home to grow. 

 We then harvested what we had grown, both at home and in school, and luckily we
had enough produce for a fantastic stall at the market.

 
Our stall had some very exciting visitors on the day and the children chatted to not

only the Mayor and his wife but also to BBC South Today.  Later that day, they
appeared on both local TV and radio and we hope you managed to see this via the

links on the Facebook page.  
 

The children were very excited to have made £83 profit which can all go back into
the school gardening fund but the real highlight was being back with our

community.  The children were an absolute delight - drumming up business for the
stall, serving customers and chatting to them about the project.   On the walk back

to school, the children felt very cheeky that they had missed a whole morning of
English and Maths and were quite taken aback when it was pointed out that they’d

actually been doing this all morning by  handling money, adding up totals, giving
change and speaking to the community.  It helped them to realise the purpose of

why we learn what we do and how this is useful in real life contexts.
 

Thank you to everybody who supported the project.  It was a real community effort.



School Council

As a rights respecting school, Manor Park First School advocate that all children have a

right to be heard. One of the many ways that we do this is through our School Council. 

Our School Council is changing. Rather than having voted members to sit on the

council, all children are part of our school council. On Fridays children will participate in

a whole school Class Meeting where children will be given the opportunity to have

their voices heard on a variety of topics that directly affect them. The votes will all be

collated and used to directly inform the decisions we make in school. 

 

“Children are the world’s most valuable resource and its best hope for the future.” 

John F. Kennedy

Governor Update

School Council

I am delighted to continue my role as Chair of Governors at thisfantastic school. I have watched over the last challenging year, andnow into the new one, how well the staff and children have adaptedand continued to make sure that effective learning took place for allthe children. As Governors we are all committed to making ourcontribution to the school community. You can be assured of ourcommitment to ensuring children are safe and thattheir physical and emotional health are a priority and that we help allchildren to be the best that they can be.We are so lucky to have such a great staff team who do all they canto make your child’s experience at Manor Park such a good one. Iwant to thank them all for what they have done through the pastdifficult times and, look forward with you, in supporting them as wemove into what I hope are better times.



Weymouth Family Science Festival
 

Sunday 3rd October 11.00am - 4pm
 

Nothe Fort will be hosting a day of family fun science demonstrations, including
 

World Life will be bringing a range of exotic animals to show  (limited places - booking
essential)

Wessex Astronomical Society will be introducing you  to the stars
Jurassic Coast Trust  will be running a paint your own ammonite activity

Bournemouth University will be using microscopes to bring you the fascinating and invisible
world of microbes

Portland Museum will be sharing some of their treasures
Volunteers from the Institute of Physics will be demonstrating simple rockets

Nothe Fort will be playing 'guess the object' with some of our unusual science related object.
 

This event is free as part of the entrance ticket to Nothe Fort.  Tickets can be bought on the
door.  Annual passes accepted.

Warning - the Wild Life demonstration has limited spaces and this demonstration will need
to be prebooked.

 
Visit www.nothefort.org.uk

Early Years: Pre-School and Reception 

Preschool and Reception children have settled in beautifully. We are so
proud of how they come into our settings and how they are making

lots of new friends. 
We all enjoyed learning about ‘The Enormous Crocodile’ and made him
on the playground. We explored what the word enormous means and
looked at his teeth. We learnt about how to keep our teeth clean and

healthy.
 

We have been very fortunate to have some new play equipment. In
Reception, the children have a new climbing frame- which provides

another great opportunity to develop their physical skills. In Preschool
we have new guttering stands and guttering- great fun to explore

water! We are awaiting new sand and water trays which we will be able
to use in Preschool as the weather becomes more autumnal. 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our parents/carers

for their continued support.
 

The Early Year Team :) 

http://www.nothefort.org.uk/


Year 1

Year 2

Year 1 have been busy doing some outdoor learning this week. We have
taken our Maths outside and used natural objects to help aid our

number formation. We have been looking at teen numbers and how
many tens and ones make these numbers. The children were very

creative with making their teen number digits.
 

We have been looking at the story “We’re going on a Bear Hunt” and we
have learnt to orally retell the story using actions. We are hoping to be
able to record the children performing their stories and share with you

on Tapestry shortly.
 

In PHSE, we have been looking at our 5 senses as part of our topic on “All
About me” . This week we have been looking at taste and how to look

after our teeth. We have made a tooth box for the Tooth Fairy, explored
what happens when we go to the dentist and in our Tuff trays looked at

dentures/teeth and practiced how to brush them so they are sparkly
clean!

Our topic is ‘How to Trap a Dragon…’. We have been designing

our own dragon traps and writing instructions for how to make

them. In Maths we have been learning about place value and

creating numbers in interesting ways using the part, part whole

model. 



Year 3

Year 4

We created an All Join In picture in the style of Quentin Blake.

 

The Year 4 children had a great time at the beginning of term looking

at the poems of Roald Dahl. They then become poets themselves.

 

Our new topic is Magnificent  Machines, children have written

questions that they would like answered during our topic. We have all

learnt to program a robot using machine learning. We have started to

design our own robot ready for the robot roadshow on the 15th October

at 3.00 - 3.30pm in our classrooms. 

Year 3 have had a fantastic start to this academic year. With a focus on
our School Values the children have adapted well to the pace of learning

and are “Being Their Best”. 
With the launch of our new topic “Prehistoric Britain- What happened
before the Romans came?” the children have had the opportunity to

explore what life was like in Stone Age Britain and will continue to
investigate the Bronze and Iron Age periods. 

As part of their most recent learning, children have designed and

evaluated Stone Age tools. For this project the children showed fantastic

resilience and really worked well together as they discovered it wasn’t

easy to attach a flint to a stick with limited materials.  

If you would like more information on what elements of the curriculum

we will be covering throughout this topic, please refer to our topic leaflet

which has been posted on Google Classroom. All the Google Classroom

Login details remain the same as last year - so please logon and have a

look. 



 
I have been teaching for twenty three years and Teaching and Learning
is my passion. It’s like a fire burning that can’t and won’t ever be put out.
I will continue to lead on Curriculum and Assessment and my new role
sees me the Senior Leader responsible for Pupil Premium and Parental

Engagement. 
 

I look forward to reconnecting with those of you who already know me
and I look forward to meeting those of you to whom I am not yet a

familiar face to. Manor Park First School is a special school … filled with
special children … special staff and a School Community that has a

strong and caring heartbeat. 
 

We have lots of plans for 2021-2022 and I look forward to collaborating
with and leading our fantastic team, so that we can deliver the BEST to

your children.
 

Esther Derrien
Deputy Headteacher

LEADERS' PAGE

Hi, I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce myself
and my new role. I am the Deputy Head at Manor

Park First School - a role that I feel both privileged to
have been given, and excited by the opportunities it

holds for me to make a positive difference to all in our
school community. 

Author VisitAuthor Visit
 Dorchester library are thrilled that the author Rachel
Bright will be joining them on Saturday 9th October
from 10 -10.45.   In this session Rachel will be sharing

some of her stories and getting everyone to join in with
drawing one of her characters.

 Tickets are free but do need to be booked - please click
here to book .



DASP Skylarks choir is starting!
 

Our junior choir, especially for children in years 2-4, is starting up again
after a long break (due to COVID).  This year, it is going to be based at the
Prince of Wales school.  Sessions will be on a Thursday 3.45 – 4.30pm (it is
open to children from across all the schools in the area).  The group sing
songs in a variety of styles, often in harmony.  This is a great first step to
getting involved in music outside of the normal school day.  The choir

often performs at our DASP concerts, including our large-scale concert
at the Weymouth Pavilion in the summer!

 
There is a small charge for the group of £35 per term.

 
If you are interested in your child taking part, please complete this online

application form asap.  Your child is welcome to try a session before
committing.

http://www.daspmusic.co.uk/apply-for-a-dasp-ensemble.html
 

The first session of the term will be on Thursday 23rd September.
 

If you need any other information, please contact Hanna Trevorrow
(Head of DASP Music) at htrevorrow@thomas-hardye.net

 

Showing compassion this Harvest time
 

As part of our Harvest celebration, the whole school will be focussing
on one of our school values, compassion, in our Harvest services and
supporting local and global needs.  Hopefully making a difference in

the lives of others. 
Locally, we plan to support families at a time of real need.  We will be

collecting toiletries in school from Monday 11th October. If you feel you can help,
please bring a donation to your class teacher during this week (11th -15th

October) . These could include shower gel, bubble bath, flannel, talcum powder,
deodorant, toothpaste, soap and shampoo.

In the wider community, we would like to donate to the Christian
Aid Coronavirus Appeal which provides soap, hand sanitizer and

masks to poorer communities all over the world. If you would like
to support this vital work please send in a coin donation along

with your toiletry donation.   Thank you 



The PTA is a small but hard working group and although recent times have prevented

us from holding all our regular events we are still working hard to raise much needed

funds for the school.

We continue to have our monthly draw to win a £50 Amazon voucher and if you would

like to join our 100 club please click here to download an entry form. The 100 club

supports our Therapy dog and has funds each month for a class or group to use to

purchase additional equipment. Previous items purchased have included gardening

resources, toys for reception, ELSA books, outdoor play equipment. 

Our latest fundraiser will be your child's Christmas design which you will receive on

Monday and will be able to purchase a wide range of items for the festive period with

your child's design on. We hope you will support us in this venture 

Our School Vision Collective Worship

With God all things are possible Matthew 19:26
 

 Think about: 
What kind of flower would you be in our garden and why? 
How can we care for our “garden” so all feel special? 

Which of God’s values do you think will help to create a happy school? 
 

Why not write your ideas down and bring them into school to share
with others in our reflection area? 

and have lots of original gifts and cards for the coming festive

season.  If you would like to join the PTA please speak to Claire in

the office who will be happy to take your details and add you to

our committee.

https://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/membership-100-club.docx.pdf


Attendance Information and Statement for Parents
 

It is essential that children and young people form good habits of regular attendance at
Manor Park CE First School from an early age and that good attendance is maintained

throughout their school career.
 

Manor Park CE First School and the Dorchester Area Schools Partnership (DASP) are
committed to working together to ensure that there is a consistent approach to school

attendance. It is a legal requirement that all children should attend their educational
provision and it is the parent/carers responsibility to ensure that their children attend

school.
 

Manor Park CE First School/DASP have agreed the following:
 

It is important that pupils are in school on time. Time keeping is not only important in
obtaining maximum benefit from education it is also a key skill for adult life. Lateness is

monitored by the school and contributes to absence rates.
 

Manor Park CE First School/DASP will monitor the attendance of our pupils and work
closely with Dorset County Council’s School Attendance Service to support children and

young people whose attendance levels are causing concern.
 

Whilst we understand that children do become ill on occasions, children who lose a lot of
time at school can suffer in the long term from significant gaps in their learning. If a child’s
health continues to affect their education, schools are obliged to make a referral to School

Health to ensure that appropriate medical advice and support is provided.
 

If a child is ill it is the responsibility of the parent/carer to ensure that they inform the
school. Manor Park CE First School/DASP schools all operate a targeted “First Day Call”

system, which means they will contact you to ask why your child is not in school and when
they are expected to return.

 
No Leave of Absence will be granted during term time, except in exceptional

circumstances. The definition of exceptional circumstances are where requests are rare,
significant and unavoidable.

 
We are therefore informing parents/carers that, should you wish to take your child out of

school for any leave of absence, holidays or otherwise, requests will not be routinely
granted. It is essential that any requests for leave of absence are put in writing and

discussed with your child’s Head Teacher prior to the request being made. Any absence
which has not been authorised by your child’s school will be recorded as “unauthorised”

and this has the potential to impact on your child’s overall absence figure and could result
in legal action. In line with Dorset Council policy, if a child has 5 days (or 10 sessions) of

unauthorised absence (including holiday), a penalty notice of £60 per parent may be issued
by Dorset Council, which if not paid within 21 days will increase to £120. If this remains

unpaid, parents will be prosecuted in the magistrates’ court.

Manor Park CE First School/DASP is committed to ensuring that every learner has
the opportunity to thrive and achieve, and recognises that good attendance is

central to this.



'How was your day?'
 

After a child’s first day back at school or in the classroom, it can sometimes be tough getting them to
open up and share how they’re feeling.

 

Instead of asking the typical “how was your day?”, as an alternative you could try using one of these
questions that have been compiled by BigLifeJournal.

 

These conversations starters for parents and carers are much more fun and interesting, and children
may answer with more than a single word.



Bike to School Week

Parents' Evening
Parking

Thank you for working with

both schools to make our site a

safer place for all of our

children.  I would like to

remind parents not to park on

double yellow lines and to be

considerate of our neighbours

when parking.  You will notice

more people on duty over the

next few weeks as School

Governors are supporting us

on a rota basis.  

 

Following on from our survey
regarding the format of parents

consultation evenings we had an
incredibly positive feedback to
keeping it as a virtual meeting. 
 Therefore we will be continuing

with SchoolCloud. 
Our first parent and teacher

meetings of the year will take
place 12th and 13th October.  If
you have any difficulties with
internet access then please

speak to your child's classteacher
who will arrange a time to meet
with you.  Please look out for a

letter with further details.

It has been great to see so many children taking the opportunity to cycle and scoot

to school this term and so many more during Bike to School Week. Together with

Sustrans we want to celebrate cycling and scooting to school and the enormous

benefits this brings to the children’s health and the environment. The start of a

new term is a great time to establish positive travel habits. Bike to School Week is a

great way to encourage families to make healthier, greener transport choices

Don’t forget to let Sustrans know your family is cycling or scooting to school to be

in with the chance of winning a Frog bike.  Go to

www.sustrans.org.uk/biketoschoolweek/pledge. Your school journey can be made

with any type of cycle, for example, handcycle, tagalong, cargo bike or scooter.



Hello Everyone
 

I have had the best start to my first school year.
 

I have made lots of new friends, and have many toys and comfy beds to sleep in. The

lovely staff in the office have been looking after me whilst I am still small and there

are always adults coming in that need walking so I sometimes take them down to

the park.
 

I wanted to say thank you for coming to say hello to me when I am out in the

playground and around school and for helping me with my training. I would really

love more of you to be able to stroke me but my trainer tells the grown ups that I am

not quite ready yet. I have to Be My Best, Be Kind and Safe, I am still learning and I

know that’s not a problem because we are all learning to do that every day.

 

You might see me in school on a Friday afternoon with Mrs Pallister and Miss Bolland

and my  trainer from Hounds and Hooves.  She is called Emily and she is helping Mrs

Pallister and Miss Bolland lots, I think it’s quite fun too.
 

I have really enjoyed the time I have spent in some of the big classrooms and the

Rainbow Room. My favourite door stops are in Parrot Class and Tiger Class but I don’t

think I am supposed to chew them, oops. I have even been in assembly with

everyone and this made me feel very special (I was so well behaved) . The beautiful

singing was my favourite part.
 

I want to be my best for everyone and this summer holiday Miss Bolland and I went

on our first Manor Park challenge and raised over £150 pounds for the charity Refuge

by walking two miles a day in August. I was too small to do all the miles with Miss

Bolland but I did my best and Miss Bolland said that’s the only thing that is

important.
 

I am so happy that I am at school every day to see you all and I know that there will

be lots of adventures for us to have together still to come!!!!

 
  Woof Woof

     Barney
 

B

Barney's Corner

Manor Minor October holiday club bookings are now open. 
 Please email mm@manorpark.dorset.sch.uk to book a

place 

mailto:mm@manorpark.dorset.sch.uk


and finally from Mrs Pallister...

FOLLOW US AT

Upcoming Dates to remember 

No Bikes or Scooters 
Please can I remind parents and
share with new parents that now

we are back on school site
children should not be riding their
bikes and scooters on the school

grounds.  This is to prevent
accidents and to ensure the safety
of all.  Also the school playground
equipment should not be used 
before and after school.   This is

just for use during the 
school day.

15th Oct - Y4 Robot Roadshow 

It has been a lovely start to the school year
and your children are doing an amazing job!  

Thank you to all of the families who have
supported their children in transitioning

into a new school year.
 

It has been wonderful to come back to
school with a beginning of a sense of

normality.  I was so pleased that we have
been able to invite parents on to our school

site to be more involved as part of our
school community.  However as I am sure
you will appreciate we remain in uncertain
times, especially as we head into the winter

months.  Therefore I want all parents to
know that 

although we would like to open our school
doors for you to experience your child’s

classroom and the excitement that happens
within it more, we will do this at a

considered pace to keep everyone as safe as
possible.

 

I look forward to seeing you at more and
more events as the year progresses, but in
the meantime on most days I am standing

at a gate or just outside school and I am
happy for you to come and have a chat.

12th & 13th Oct - Parents' Consultations  9th Oct - Author Visit at the Library

https://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk/
mailto:office@manorpark.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ManorParkDorchester

