Manor Park First School - Knowledge Organiser
History Focus:

What happened in Britain
before the Romans came?

Year: 3

(Key Vocabulary / Spellings)

Britain

Stone Age

Bronze Age

Iron Age

Roundhouse

domesticate

settlement

farming

trading

metal

(Key Knowledge)
What is the timeline for the prehistoric
period?
Who came ﬁrst on the Prehistoric
Britain timeline?

Prehistoric Britain can be split into 3 key erasStone (Neolithic) Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. First
came the Stone Age (15,000-3,000 BC). Next it was the
Bronze Age (3,000 BC - 800 BC). The ﬁnal period in
prehistoric british history was the Iron Age (800 BC AD 43).

Why did they change?

The largest ever study on ancient DNA has shown
that Britain was changed forever by the arrival of
the Beaker folk, a wave of migrants about 4,500
years ago who brought with them new customs, new
burial practices, and beautiful, distinctive
bell-shaped pottery.

How did the Prehistoric era impact life today?
What is the nearest prehistoric
settlement site to Dorchester?

Excavations at Poundbury Farm and Poundbury
Parkway, Dorchester, Dorset recorded a series of
pits containing a variety of Stone Age artefacts
including one which contained a group of ﬂint axe
heads and another containing a large deposit of
grain.

Why did Bronze Age people begin
to settle?

Bronze Age people began to settle when they
started to domesticate animals. They realised that
they could use animals to farm, grow crops and use
the produce from animals to keep themselves warm
and feed themselves.

How did they create Art?

Prehistoric people used naturally created colours
and pigments to create narrative images on walls
and other surfaces. Large groups of cave paintings
have been preserved in caves in France.

How did they make metal?

Use of the metal bronze became widespread in
Europe during the Bronze Age, in around 3000 BC.
Bronze was made by heating the metals tin and
copper and mixing them together. As the two metals
melted, they combined to form liquid bronze. This
was poured into clay or sand moulds and allowed to
cool.

What was life like for a prehistoric child?
Did prehistoric children go to
school?

Prehistoric children did not go to school. Instead
they would be expected to carry out jobs on the
settlement this may have included tending to the
animals, planting and harvesting crops and they
might even be asked to go into the mines to dig up
copper and tin.

