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Dear Parents / Carers,

As some of you may be aware, Year 2 will be taking part in a phonics screen check at the end of this month.
Usually the children sit this phonics screen at the end of Year 1, however for the last two years, due to Covid-19,
the government has postponed this screening to the Autumn 2 term of Year 2.

The Year 1 phonics screening check is not a formal test, but a way for teachers to ensure that children are
making sufficient progress with their phonics skills to read words and that they are on track to become fluent
readers who can enjoy reading for pleasure and for learning.

There are two sections in this 40-word check and it assesses phonics skills and knowledge learned through
Reception and Key Stage 1. Your child will read up to four words per page for their teacher and they will probably
do the check in one sitting of about 5–10 minutes.

It is a school-based check to make sure that your child receives any additional support promptly, should they
need it. It is not a stressful situation as the teachers here at Manor Park are well-equipped to listen and
understand your child’s level of skills. Children progress at different speeds so not reaching the threshold score
does not necessarily mean there is a serious problem. Your child will re-sit the check the following summer term.
It checks that your child can:

● Sound out and blend graphemes in order to read simple words.
● Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words, e.g. cat, sand, windmill.
● Read a selection of nonsense words which are referred to as pseudo words. Your child may know them

as 'alien' words.

What can you do to help?

We have included some resources that we would love for you to sit with and go through with your child. A few
minutes each evening would make a world of good for their progress. You don't have to do it all at once. Just a



few each time. Please make sure your child can break the word down and decode it and then sound out the
complete word. If they need assistance, please help them with any blending.

Please click on the link below to watch a 2 minute information video about all you
need to know about the phonics screening check.

Parent training video

If you have any questions about the Phonics Screening Check please ask an adult on the door, email the school
office or post a question on Google Classroom.

Thank you for your ongoing support,

The Year 2 Team

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbKGLJPp6ww

