
Maths
We are encouraging our children to have a deep understanding of 
smaller numbers, so that they will have the knowledge required 
when looking at larger numbers later on this year. We will be 
working on our ‘subitising’ skills - this means when we just know 
what an amount is without counting, such as when using a dice.  

Understanding the World
As scientists, we will be observing the changing 
seasons.  The Autumn leaves and winter frosts will help 
develop our observational skills and encourage us to 
ask questions. We will also be learning about spiders 
when we read the story ‘Spinderella’.  We will go hunting 
in our outside areas and see what evidence we can find 
about the spiders that might live there. As early 
historians, we will learn about the reasons why we have 
Fireworks Night and Remembrance Day.  As 
geographers, we will be thinking about different places 
that we read about in our new topic and how they differ 
to where we live.  This will be particularly explored in 
the book ‘Jack and the Flumflum Tree’. 

Characteristics of Effective Learners
We have some characters that help children recognise how they can be good learners in the classroom.  
So far we have introduced  the ‘Learning Lion’ and ‘We work together’ certificates.

Literacy
We are going to share many of Julia Donaldson’s wonderful stories, exploring 
the characters, settings and many adventures that they go on.  We will be hot 
seating different characters, role playing and making story maps.  We will 
explore the rich vocabulary that Julia Donaldson uses and become 
storytellers. The children will be encouraged to use their sounds to start 
writing labels, lists and sentences.  

Fine Motor Skills
The children are working hard to develop their fine 
motor skills which are vital in developing their 
handwriting skills amongst others.  The children are 
taking part in a ‘funky finger’ activity each day.  They 
also all have their own individual pot of play dough that 
they use for dough disco.  We have lots of cutting 
activities for them to practise these skills and 
strengthen their muscles.  Please help your child 
practise these skills at home too.

PSHE
We are continuing to use our Colour Monsters to help the children identify how they are 
feeling.  We have found they they are already having an impact on how well the 
children have settled at school. The children take part in regular circle time activities 
which focus on developing their personal and social skills. During our Friendship Week 
we are reading ‘The Smartest Giant in Town’ and thinking about what makes a good 
friend. We will make kindness crowns and have a parade, singing our kindness song.

Who is hiding in the pages of a Julia Donaldson book? 
Phonics
We shall be continuing our daily Read Write Inc phonic 
sessions teaching children the sounds that letters 
make and how to use this knowledge to decode words.  
We shall also be teaching children to read ‘red words’ by 
sight as this will help as they begin to read books. Thank 
you for the help you are giving your children at home.  
They are making great progress. 
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                  Some questions the children would like to find the answers to…            
                  Why did the witch want a new broom?  Why don’t people like spiders?  What is a rhyme?  What is a stickman made from?  

Expressive Art and Design
We shall encourage the children to become artists as 
they explore colour and different materials.  In this 
topic we will also be using drama and small world play 
as a means for the children to express themselves. 

Some new words for you to explore 
with your child at home…

character
rhyme

Autumn
Winter
author

We would like to say a huge thank 
you to you and all your amazing 

children! We are sooooo proud of 
them!  

Their smiles and enthusiasm are 
awesome!

Tapestry - Please ensure that you are logging on regularly as 
this is the main way that we will communicate with you. Any 
problems then please let us know. 


