
Google Classroom 

We are pleased to share that following a lengthy time, with COVID restrictions also getting in the way,  we have
discovered the right play equipment that we want for the children in our school.  The children have also been a part of
this using democracy and voting for key equipment.  We are delighted that over the half term holidays all of this new
equipment, which will be placed around our field, will be installed.  I'm sure that no restrictions will hinder our progress

in this project anymore, but fingers crossed anyway!
As with the large play equipment on KS1 playground this is ONLY to be used during the school day and not at the
beginning and end of the day please. We know that your children will be enthralled with all of the designs that are

being set up.  Look out for them across the field!
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Exciting Manor Minor News!
 

We have now launched our new booking
system for Manor Minors!!

This means that any booking requirements for half term and onwards
need to be made by logging into our new system: SchoolsBuddy.  An

activation email should have been received by all parents today. 
This exciting new system will allow you more control over your out of

school club bookings and you can book, manage and pay for your
bookings directly through the system.  We hope you like this change -

we believe it wll provide parents with more control over their bookings. 
 Bookings for February half term and Spring Term 2 are now live so log

on today and book any required sessions.
Please contact the school office if you have not

received your activation email. 

Google Classroom login details can be found in the children's yellow reading journals. 
 We encourage all parents to login to Google Classroom as this is a great place to find
out what the children are learning about at school and also where you can access any

home learning  including isolation home learning.
If you are having any problems logging in or need a reminder of your child's login details  

then please contact the school office.  
 

This is a link to the Google Classroom parent's help guide which you may find useful:
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhti35tLcAY

Scientists wanted!

Inclusion News

Collective Worship

Last day of school:
Friday 18th February

 
First day back after half term:

Tuesday 1st March

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhti35tLcAY


Are you a Scientist?
 

If so, we need you!
In our Science learning we are introducing the children to ‘real-life’ Scientists.  

We want to find out about the work that Scientists do and what attributes it takes to
be a great Scientist.

 
We also want them to know that Scientists don’t all look like this!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

If so, and you would be willing to talk about your work to enhance our Science
learning, please speak to your child’s class teacher.  

 
Thank you

Science CALT

In school we have been enjoying our work on all things eco and our eco committee
have had some wonderful ideas. One of our eco club members has created some

hedgehog houses to keep our local hedgehogs safe for the winter. We have had lots of
keen volunteers to litter pick around our school grounds. Year 2 children also made

some bird feeders last term too.
We have been thinking about how to save electrical energy and be sure to switch

devices off if we are not using them.
If you would like to do something at home to help look after our world follow the link

below for some ideas:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xy5VmVEq_0U



Pre-School

Reception 

The Reception children have started the Spring Term with great enthusiasm. 

 They are making great progress in their phonics sessions and it is amazing

seeing those ‘lightbulb’ moments as they blend their sounds together and

realise they can read!  Our learning has been based around the topic ‘Once

Upon a Time’ and we have been enjoying a variety of traditional tales.  In our

Design work we have been looking at bridges - what their purpose is and the

different types.  We then used construction materials to make our own bridges

that are strong enough to take the weight of the Three Billy Goats Gruff,

ensuring they don’t fall into the arms of the Troll hiding below!  In our Maths

learning our focus this half term is looking at the composition of numbers.  We

have started by looking at the smaller numbers that can be put together to

make five.  This knowledge then acts as the foundation of addition and

subtraction.  

We are continuing to enjoy our outside time, particularly on the field and in the

forest.  If you haven’t yet done so, in order to protect your child’s school shoes,

please send a pair of named wellys into school.  Also, please remember to

check Tapestry regularly.  We share lots of information this way, including what

sounds we are learning in phonics every week. If you are unable to access

Tapestry, please speak to a member of the Reception team.

This half term our learning is focused around Traditional Tales. We

have been reading Goldilocks and the Three Bears and had a surprise

visitor in Preschool…..The Gingerbread Man! We discussed the

footprints we found in our classroom and after some investigating, we

decided that he had run away.

We will spend next week learning about Chinese New Year before we

move onto Cinderella. 

 

We have been busy making gingerbread men and houses, retelling

our stories through role play and making the story characters using a

range of materials. 

 

We continue to learn about the seasons. We have been exploring ice,

making rain catchers and discussing what we see and feel during

winter. 



Year 1

Year 2

Year 2 are really enjoying their new topic all about ‘The Great Fire of

London’. The children have been fascinated by what life was like in

the 1600s - they didn’t even have inside toilets! We have been

learning about what the streets and buildings were like and how

this may have impacted on the fire spreading. Next, we will be

learning about present day London buildings and having a go at

building our own models. Some children have had a go at toasting

marshmallows on a campfire in the woods! The rest of Year 2 have

that exciting learning to look forward to! In Maths we have been

learning about money and have begun working on multiplication.

The children have been enjoying using TT Rock Stars to practise

their 2, 5 and 10 times tables - this can also be accessed at home

(login details in yellow reading journal).

The Year 1 children have thoroughly enjoyed starting their new topic,

“Planes, Trains and Automobiles”.  They have worked hard as

Historians, learning about transport through time and ordering this on

a timeline and have been using this new knowledge in their writing to

write a diary entry as if they were one of the Wright Brothers,

responsible for inventing the first aeroplane.

In PE we have been using the natural environment (forest) to develop

our PE skills of weight bearing, climbing, pushing and pulling. We

have also been exploring the wonders of the natural forest area, by

finding natural treasures.

In History through our English lessons we have been learning about

famous scientists and inventors. We have looked at the life and work of

Dr Mae Jamison, Amelia Earhert, The Wright Brothers and George

Stevenson. We have used this new found knowledge to write reports

and diary entries in the first person of these people. We designed and

made rockets which we would like to travel in to go to space- just like

Dr Mae Jamison.



Year 3

Year 4

This half term the children have all been amazing mathematicians! We

have really focused on broadening our knowledge with multiplying and

dividing. Children have had the opportunity to learn multiple methods

when solving calculations from the 2, 5, 10, 3, 4 & 8 times tables. 

In English, the children have been authors and illustrators when

creating their own ‘Warning Story’. Each child identified features from

the story and were then able to plan their own adaptation. Everyone was

able to use fantastic descriptions throughout their story; especially

similes. 

We have begun our journey of learning about the Romans. To start off

with, the children created Roman Signums. We gained inspiration from

research dating back to Roman times along with other Historian

recreations. As Geographers, we have looked at the journey the Romans

went on as they conquered Europe and the majority of the U.K. 

As Scientists we have been exploring the 3 different types of rocks

(igneous, sedimentary & metamorphic) as well as seeing how they are

each formed. 

Creative Coastlines
 

As Geographers, we learnt about coastal features such as tide pools and

headlands. 

 

We also located coastal counties of England on a map and found some

coastal towns we have visited in those counties.

 

As writers, we compared a harbour setting using descriptive phrases.

 

We had a fabulous trip to Dorchester museum where we visited the

Natural Gallery learning about the geology and history of the Jurassic

Coast.  

 

St IVES - We found out why it is a great place to go on holiday and how

the economy has changed over the years from fishing to tourism. 

 

 



The Ark

Last week all of the children in The Ark were learning all about

Paddington! 

We read the book together and thought about how Paddington

had travelled on his own all the way from Peru to London. We

looked at how London has lots of big buildings and worked

hard to make our own. We carried out an experiment and used

different resources to build a bridge that could carry the weight

of a toy bus.

As you can see we have done lots of art work around the topic of

Paddington. We have made Paddington faces, buses and our

own split pin Queen’s guards.

Our collective worship theme this ½ term is ……

Perseverance
How could you show perseverance in your school and home life?

Create a list of things you can do when you are finding an activity difficult e.g
Take a deep breath

Think about an activity you would like to get better at and plan steps on how you
might do that

Complete some mindfulness activities to help develop your perseverance skills
Mark 10:27 “Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but not

with God; all things are possible with God.’"



Advice line for parents, carers and professionals
 

In October, Dorset Council launched a successful pilot to help parents and carers who were worried their child
might not be making the progress they should be and may have emerging special education needs. The pilot has

now become a permanent service.
 

The Dorset Education Advice Line is a phone line for parents, carers and professionals who support children who
may have special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). This advice line is part of the SEND Local Offer to

children, young people and families. It works alongside existing services such as SENDIASS and the Education
Psychology helpline.

 

To book a conversation with one of our SEND Family Workers complete our Dorset Education Advice Line online
form or call Freephone 0800 14 040 41. Lines are open 10am to 4pm, Monday to Friday, during term time. A

SEND Family Worker will email you with your appointment time where you can talk through your concerns and
issues.

 
Futher Help for families

 
Early Help Hub 

Advice on many things, including mental health, housing, wellbeing, addiction, employment, financial matters,
benefits and free school meals - 01305 228866

 

Wellbeing
Call our free helpline run by our Educational Psychology team to book an appointment - 01258 474036

 

Safeguarding
If you’re worried about the safety of a child or young person who lives in Dorset, contact Children’s Advice and

Duty Service and visit  the 'worried about a child page'

Inclusion News

Dorset Museum
 

Relaxed evening for those with sensory difficulties.
Dorset Museum are also delighted to be hosting autism friendly opening for
families at Dorset Museum.  Come and join us on 22nd February 4.30pm –

6pm.  Perfect for children with sensory difficulties.  Enjoy quiet galleries and
relaxed activities.  Best for children aged five to 15.  Siblings are welcome. 

 Booking is essential.
 

For more information please click the link below:
 

https://www.dorsetmuseum.org/event/after-hours-relaxed-opening/

https://www.dorsetmuseum.org/event/after-hours-relaxed-opening/


Parent Workshops
 

Year 4 Multiplication Workshop 
It was great to see so many parents at the Y4 Multiplication Parent Workshop this week.

The LIVE workshop worked well and Google Classroom is certainly an effective remote platform to deliver
workshops in the comfort of our own homes. 

 

Reception RWI Workshop - 9/2/2022
On Wednesday 9th February at 9:00am- 9:30am the Reception Team will be leading a RWI Parent Workshop in the

school hall. 
 

Relationships and Behaviour Workshop - 15/2/2022
On Tuesday 15th February, Mrs Young, our Pupil Relationships and Behaviour Leader, will be running a Parent

Workshop to share our new Relationships and Behaviour Approach. 
 

The focus of the workshop will be to share strategies all staff at our school use to -
Promote prosocial feelings and behaviour for all invested parties

Promote self esteem, self regulation and independence
Teach prosocial behaviours through positive intervention

 

This workshop is open to all parents as our Relationships and Behaviour Policy is a key priority for us this year and
we really want to work in partnership with you, as a school community on this. There will also be 2 LIVE Parent
Workshops in the evenings using our remote platform. The KS2 LIVE Google Classroom Workshop will be on
Wednesday 15th February at 6pm and the date for the KS1 Workshop will be announced soon via Parent hub.

 
For those of you unable to attend any workshops we upload all presentations onto the school website.

https://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk/parents/questionnaires-workshops/
 

https://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk/parents/questionnaires-workshops/


Hello
 I had a great start to the New Year and Christmas was lots of fun, Miss Bolland

had a special surprise for me and I went to see Santa Paws!!! and I got lots of
presents. Everyone was very happy with me as I didn’t knock down the Christmastree once or chew any decorations.

 When we got back to school there was a huge surprise waiting for me. The
Rainbow room where Miss Bolland works has been made bigger and there was a
special area made just for me where I can go and sleep, play with my toys and my
friends can come and see me. It has been lovely to be back at school and see

everyone, you all make me feel very special.
 

Woof Woof

B

Barney's Corner

Hi, I am Rev Cora, a Foundation Governor at Manor Park CE First School and

also the vicar of St George’s Church, Fordington.  I have been the vicar at St

George’s for one year now and during that time I have really enjoyed being

involved with Manor Park School through collective worship, schools

services and the school governing body. 

As part of the Governors team I have responsibility and oversight for RE curriculum and I also

hope to do my part to encouraging Christian distinctiveness, helping children to achieve their

potential and inspiring all to learn and grow.  This term I have been enjoying leading collective

worship on the term’s theme of perseverance. It seems like a fantastic value to reflect on

particularly at this difficult time to keep on trying, keep on going, even if it is hard or there are

obstacles and not give up. Hope these are words that might encourage you and cheer you on

to persevere even in the face of challenges. Every blessing for the rest of this term.

Rev Cora Yarrien

Governor Update

 
Please bring NAMED coats, hats gloves as the weathercontinues to be cold.  Please can children also come to schoolwith additional layers underneath jumpers etc due to  theneed for ventilation in classrooms.



and finally from Mrs Pallister...

FOLLOW US AT

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2022.  As
you are aware it has been an 'interesting'
start to the term as we have had increased
numbers of positive COVID cases.  I would
like to thank you for your understanding
and support as we aim to keep staff,

children and their families as safe as we
can.  I am sure that you will recognise that
we have a set template to follow each time
a new case is reported, but rules change

frequently so please bear with us as we also
come to understand them.

However, the children have remained so
positive despite the many challenges faced
and they have adapted if necessary.  I am
also proud of all my staff for their enormous

efforts to support each other and the
children as they work on delivering lessons
to those at school and at home.  They have
also taken on many roles across the school

to fill gaps as they have arisen.
Please take the time to read your child's

topic leaflets on the website to view all the
fantastic plans that are currently being

completed during the first half of this Spring
Term.  The year group information on this
newsletter will also be a great insight into

their learning.
We look forward to the rest of this Spring
Term, the lighter and longer days, and the

positivity of our Manor Park family.

We are excited to announce
that Mrs Taylor will be

joining our Pre-School soon  
 and Mrs O'Donovan is our
new Midday Supervisor.  

Welcome both to the Manor
Park family.

Dorchester Museum
 

Children and families have been
invited to Dorchester Museum for a

free visit on
Thursday 24th February 5pm - 7pm

and
Thursday 24th March 5pm - 7pm

 
Mrs Hill, Mrs Derrien and Mrs Wall are

planning to lead a KS2 visit with
families at the Thursday 24th March

event.  More details to follow...

January's big

question for the

family!

Does the wind always blow
the same way?

https://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk/
mailto:office@manorpark.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ManorParkDorchester

