
Parent Workshop - May 2022

PHONICS 
SCREENING 
CHECK



What is phonics? 

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. They are taught how to:  
recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes;  identify the sounds that different 
combinations of letters make (special friends) - such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’; and  blend these sounds 
together from left to right to make a word. Children can then use this knowledge to ‘decode’ 
new words that they hear or see. This is the first important step in learning to read.

Why phonics? 

Research shows that when phonics is taught in a structured way – starting with the easiest 
sounds and progressing through to the most complex – it is the most effective way of teaching 
young children to read. It is particularly helpful for children aged 5 to 7. Almost all children who 
receive systematic phonics teaching will learn the skills they need to tackle new words. They 
can then go on to read any kind of text fluently and confidently, and to read for enjoyment.

Learning to Read through Phonics



What is the Phonics 
Screening Check?

The phonics screening check is a 
quick and easy check of your 
child’s phonics knowledge. It 
helps the school confirm 
whether your child has made the 
expected progress.

                           The phonics screening check will take place week commencing 6th June 2022.



How does the check 
work?

Your child will sit with their 
class teacher and be asked to 
read 40 words aloud.

Your child will read a 
mixture of real words and 
nonsense words.

The check  takes a few minutes to 
complete and there is no time limit. 
If your child is struggling, we will 
stop the check. The check is 
carefully designed not to be 
stressful for your child.



WHAT ARE 
NONSENSE 

WORDS?

Nonsense or pseudo words 
are important to include in 
the check because words 
such as ‘vap’ or ‘jound’ are new 
to every  single child.  Children 
cannot read the nonsense 
words by using their memory 
or vocabulary; they have to 
use their decoding skills. This 
is a fair way to assess their 
ability to decode.



AFTER THE CHECK
Children usually need to get between 32 and 34 words correct in order to meet the 
required standard.  Any children who don’t meet the standard are required to retake the 
test in Year 2.



How Parents Can Support

Ensure you and child 
pronounce sounds 
correctly (see video).

Pronunciation Video

When decoding words, 
encourage your child 
to look for special 
friends (2 or more 
letters that make one 
sound).

Practise reading a 
range of real and 
nonsense words - 
focus in particular on 
any sounds your child 
seems less confident 
with.

If your child forgets 
a sounds, prompt 
them with the 
mnemonic to help 
jog their memory.

https://www.google.com/search?q=rwi+how+to+pronounce+the+sounds&oq=rwi+how+to+pronounce+the+sounds&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i390l3.7349j0j9&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#kpvalbx=_lLFnYvuYCM-igQbQ2KgI28


Any Questions?


