
Overview
This half term we will start our new topic by looking 

carefully at a sunflower seed and encouraging ‘awe 

and wonder’ as we question ‘How does such a tiny 

seed produce such an enormous plant?’

We are going to spark the children’s curiosity, aiming, 

not only to teach them about plants and growing, but to 

also encourage a real love and appreciation of their 

natural environment.    

We intend to help them enhance their sense of 

well-being from being in nature and to develop their 

vocabulary to help them describe what they can see, 

hear and feel. 

SUNFLOWERS 
Some questions the children would like to find the answers to…

Why are they all yellow?

How big was the biggest ever sunflower? 

How can you make grow even bigger?

How can I grow a sunflower?

Why are the seeds in the middle?
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Communication and Language
We will be learning lots of new vocabulary during this 
topic and encouraging the children to use these new 
words, whilst speaking in full sentences.  We will be 
constantly modelling the use of past, present and future 
tenses when we describe the processes of plants growing 
and helping the children use these phrases themselves as 
they explain what they have observed.  We will encourage 
the children to ask questions as they seek to deepen their 
understanding of what they have observed.  The focus will 
be understanding that a question is used to find out more 
and usually begins with the words when, why, what, where, 
how etc. 

The children will be performing their own poetry and they 
will learn that speaking slowly and clearly will help 
everyone to understand their ideas. 

Key Vocabulary
Seed
Map

Insect
Sunflower

Huge / enormous / gigantic / massive
Artist

Life-cycle
Instructions

Literacy
We will be reading  non-fiction texts as we learn about plants, and 
what they need to grow and thrive.  The children will be writing 
instructions about how to plant and look after a seed.  We will 
discuss how these need to be concise and in the correct order.  
The children will be using their senses as they write poetry about 
things and emotions they associate with the colour yellow. 
We will be using writing for a purpose as they plan an art project.  
First, they will be building a bank of ideas and making notes of 
plans.  They will add to this as they are inspired with more ideas.  
Finally, this half term, they will be letting their imagination run 
wild as they write a story with their own ideas about what  might 
happen when a sunflower grew, and grew and grew!

We will continue our daily phonics sessions, helping the children 
become confident readers.  We are building up their skills to be 
able to tackle new words with ease. 
As always, instilling a love of stories, is a priority.  We read a 
selection of high quality texts to the children, ensuring they are 
introduced to new vocabulary, and  demonstrating understanding 
by retelling key events and beginning to predict what might 
happen next.

Understanding of the 

World 
We will be enhancing the 
children’s natural curiosity 
about the environment around 
them.  We will look for and learn 
the names of plants and flowers 
in our school grounds.  We will 
encourage the children to 
observe carefully and then 
describe what they can see using 
exciting vocabulary.  We will 
build on the children’s 
Geography skills by marking the 
locations of these plants on a 
school map.  We will be looking 
for insects and learning about 
the important role they play for 
flowers, and then learning about 
the life-cycles of both plants and 
animals.   

Maths 
We will be learning new Maths skills, as well as using our existing knowledge, as we investigate 
sunflowers.  We will be counting out the number of seeds we need for a group when we need 2 seeds 
each.  Once the seeds are planted we will count the days until we see the seedlings appear.  As they 
begin to grow, we will be measuring and comparing to see how much they have grown in a week, and 
seeing  how their growth compares to the other plants in their group.  

By using our Maths skills to solve ‘real’-life’ questions, the children will be much more motivated to learn 
and show a greater understanding in the Maths they are using.

We will also be looking at patterns the children see in nature and then transferring this knowledge to 
looking for number patterns.  We will be learning about doubling numbers (helped by ladybirds!) and 
thinking about what all ‘double’ numbers have in common.  

Expressive Arts and Design

 

                                          PSED
We will continue to work with the children, helping them to 
follow, and understand the need for, our three school rules;

We are kind

We are safe

We are our best

We will focus on the characteristics of effective learners, helping 
the children to be confident to try new activities and show 
independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of 

challenge.
Here is a reminder of the animals we use to help us……

Physical Development 
In our PE sessions, our activities will focus on negotiating space and obstacles 
safely, with consideration for ourselves and others. We will be balancing and 
moving with coordination during our play.  We will be moving energetically as 
we run, jump, dance, hop, skip and climb.  We will talk to the children about 
how exercise is important for good health.

In our writing and art sessions, we will be encouraging accuracy and care as 
the children use a range of small tools, including pencils, scissors and paint 
brushes. 

Our Topic Outcome this half term is going to be an Art 
Gallery, produced by the children, that you will be invited 
to.  We are going to start by looking at the painting 
‘Sunflowers’ by Vincent Van Gogh.  We will find out  
about this artist and look carefully at some of his 
paintings.  We will the do our own detailed drawings, 
both of seeds, and of sunflowers.  

We are then going to look at the work of Japanese Artist, 
Yayoi Kusama, and compare the different ways the two 
artists have chosen to represent Sunflowers.  The 
children are then going to be Artists, producing their 
own piece of work using a variety of  materials, tools 
and techniques, experimenting with colour, design and 
texture.

L = Learning Lion
E = Embracing Challenge Chimp
A = Asking Ant
R = Resilient Rhino
N = Next Step Spider
                  and
G = Growing Ideas Gecko
R = Release your Genius Giraffe
O = Otter’s Own Ideas
W = We work Together

The animals together spell out

        Learn and Grow 


