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Autumn 2022

Castles and Dragons

What questions would you like to answer?

Dates for your diary

Thursday 22nd September - Knights and
Princesses day
Friday 23rd September - Year 2 Poetry Recital
9.10-9.30am

As Geographers, we will be exploring why some castles
may have been built on hills. We will be naming and
locating UK capital cities and their castles. Children will be
looking at maps and labelling key features of castles from
an aerial view and putting them into a key.
As Historians, we will be finding out who built the first
castles and why. We will explore Norman times and learn
details about the Battle of Hastings. Children will find out
about William the Conqueror and think about why castles
needed strong defences.
As Artists, we will be drawing and painting our own
tapestries from the Norman times. We will also use clay to
create our own dragon eyes and explore ink printing.
As Designers, we will be exploring mechanisms. We will look
at how drawbridges and a portcullis work and then we
will design and make our own.
As Scientists, we will be testing materials to decide which
would be best used to create a shield - we will then make
our own!
Some questions we have already asked
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

What are castle kitchens like?
What does it feel like to live in a castle?
Where are the castle weapons stored?
How do dragons breathe fire?
What were kings and queens like long ago?
How do they let the castle drawbridge down?
Where do the castle guards stand?

Reading, Writing and Maths
Subject

Reading

Spelling

Writing

Maths

What we are
learning this
term.

We will be practising KS1
common exception
words so we can read
them by sight. These
are often tricky words
to sound out. In Guided
Reading, we will be
developing
comprehension skills
and retrieving answers
from a text.

We will be practising
spelling common
exception words as well
as reading them. In
addition, we will
practise common
spelling patterns and
post slides and
spellings to learn on
Google Classroom.

This first half term will
be spent making sure
we write clear
sentences that start
with a capital letter
and end with a full
stop, question mark or
exclamation mark. We
are making sure
handwriting is clear. We
will link this to our
topic and key texts “Tell
Me a Dragon’ and
‘Kassim and the
Dragon’.

We will be exploring
numbers and looking at
the value of digits and
patterns. We will use
this knowledge of place
value to add and
subtract before moving
onto multiplication
after half term. We will
spend time explaining
HOW we know as well as
proving it using
different apparatus.

How you can
help at home.

Common exception
words your child needs
to practise are in their
Reading Record. Reading
from their book (or any
other reading material)
at least 4 times a week
will make a huge
difference. No one is
ever too old for a
bedtime story either!

Practising a few words
a week will really help.
Make it fun - colourful
writing, hangman,
pyramid words, spelling
bee competitions in the
car - just a few ideas!

Writing shopping lists,
thank you notes - is it
too early to mention
Christmas lists?! Please
encourage good letter
formation and sensible
spelling choices.

Practise counting in 2s,
5s, and 10s (2, 4,
6 …). In your child’s
reading journal is a log
in to TT rockstars,
where children can
complete and learn
their tables in a fun
way.
Quickly recalling
Number bonds to 10 or
20 e. 3+5, 12 + 7 etc.
Telling the time to the
nearest 15 minutes
(analogue and digital).
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Castles and Dragons

Choose which tasks you would like to complete each week. You can take a photograph of your learning
and post it to your Google Classroom stream, alternatively bring your learning into school to show your
class teacher. You can record your ideas in all sorts of ways. Here are some
suggestions - paintings, models, photographs, writing, sound recordings, charts,
collage. Have fun!
Write a fact file about a dragon.
Write a castle adventure story.
Write and perform dragon jokes and post a video on the class stream.
Research about life in castle times and the people who lived in them.
Make a model of a castle.
Draw a detailed pencil drawing of a castle or dragon.
Design a coat of arms.
Visit a castle and take pictures which we can see on the class stream.
Make your own castle banquet. Use scales to measure out your ingredients.
Perform a castle poem.

