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Learning and Development
During your children’s time in Reception we use the Early Years Foundation Stage framework to 
assess your child’s development. This consists of 3 prime areas: Personal, Social and Emotional 
development, Communication and Language and Physical Development. There are also four specific 
areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning (COEL) - It’s not just about what you know it’s how you know it! 
COEL is how the children learn. This is split into 3 categories: Playing and Exploring, Active Learning 
and Creating and Thinking Critically. We use these assessments to carefully plan for the children’s 
next steps to ensure they are planned in a way they will learn.

Please follow this link to the ‘What to expect when?’ Document which gives more detail on our 
curriculum:  https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf 

*Please note this covers children from ages birth to 5 so you will need to find your child’s age category.*

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf


Learning and Development
Over time we will introduce the children to animal characters which link it with our Characteristics of effective learning. 
This is to ensure that the children gain a real understanding about what makes them a successful learner. 

Our characters are-

Our Learning Lion-                                The Challenge Chimp                            Next Step Spider  

Asking Ant                                             Resilient Rhino                                      My ideas are growing                                 



In school, we have….
-our recognition board
-self registration 
-above and beyond
-lolly sticks; for helpers of the day
-daily plan
-calendar
-pupil passport (shared on the next slide)
-songs for transition
-reception passport
-visits to the library
-proud patches
-lots of opportunities for outdoor learning
- Celebration assemblies
-PSED focus using a scheme called Jigsaw
- RE using Discovery RE
-PE days on a Monday and Wednesday but the children have a wide range of opportunities to develop their GM and 
FMS each day (dough disco, bikes and scooter, woods, playground and field equipment)
- Lots of opportunities to learn all about our local and wider community. We welcome anyone who would like to come 
to share things about their job, culture, ect.



Our pupil passport



How we help to develop children’s independent skills in 
school….

-helpers of the day

-classroom is set up to allow them to access equipment independently

Encouraged to have a go before asking for help (e.g. putting on their wellies etc)

Teach them to be responsible for their classroom- tidying up, suggesting/setting up 
exploring activities/developing areas of the classroom (for example role play)



What you can do at home to help….
-help to develop the children’s independent skills… here are some ideas….

- practise putting on their own coat and zipping/buttoning it up

-independently putting on their own shoes and wellies

-being able to use the toilet independently

-help to develop their gross and fine motor skills

-Provide them with lots of mark making opportunities

-Provide plentiful opportunities for them to explore the world around them and get messy!

And finally…

-be really clear about what they did well- for example you kept on going with that even though it was 
tricky. Well done!



Coming home with marks on my clothes is a sign that I am 
exploring my environment  and learning new things!



READ WRITE 
INC



What is 
Read 

Write Inc 
Phonics?

A programme that 
helps your child to 
learn to read and 
write quickly and 

easily.
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“
A session that includes phonics, reading, writing and 

handwriting every day!
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RWI makes it easy for your child to succeed.

They are grouped according to the sounds that they know.

They are taught in smaller than class-size groups.

They are only ever expected to read and write words using sounds that 
they know.



Read Write Inc
● During each session, children are  given a 

hook to learn the sounds, by using pictures 
that are the same shape as the letters.  This 
helps children to recognise and write the 
sounds more easily.
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Children are introduced to a character called Fred. Fred can only 
talk in sounds. This encourages children to learn the skill of 
blending orally. For example c-a-t   is cat.

                                                                                 
This is Fred! 

Children are also taught Red words. These are words which we 
cannot sound out (“You can’t Fred a red”) and we therefore just 
need to learn them through sight recognition. 
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Learning to blend can take some time for your child to master, 
so please do not worry if your child does not pick it up straight 
away.

We will continue to include a range of blending activities 
throughout the school day to ensure that they are getting lots of 
opportunities to practise this skill.  

Blending 
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○ Children then read books that are 
carefully matched to the sounds that 
they have been taught.

○ When children start to read books 
confidently, we gradually introduce 
alternative ways to spell each sound.



SPEED 
SOUNDS 
CHART

Once children are ready to move beyond the simple speed sounds, alternative 
spellings are introduced and linked back to the original chart.
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ai ea oa



WRITING
Alongside recognising sounds and reading and writing single words, the 
programme quickly builds up to children writing their own simple 
sentences.  

To begin with, children are only ever asked to write sentences that 
contain words that they have already practised reading and writing 
during the course of the session.  This helps to build the child’s writing 
confidence.  This makes writing more fun because the children know 
that they can be successful.



PURE SOUNDS
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In this video, Sylvie will teach you how to pronounce the sounds correctly.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q


READING AT HOME
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Once your child is able to orally blend and recognise some set 1 sounds, they will start to 
bring home books.  These books will only contain sounds that your child already knows. We 
want them to be successful and love reading to you.

●  The books are short and simple containing 1 word per page & a visual prompt when 
they turn over to reinforce and reward their efforts.

● This helps to build confidence, accuracy and speed. 
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As your child’s reading skills develop they will then 
start to bring home books that are slightly longer 
and include some ‘red’ words. Again these will only 
contain sounds and red words that your child 
already knows which helps create this safe, 
successful and positive reading experience. 

We assess the children regularly to ensure that the 
books and teaching they receive match and 
support their ability. As they move through the 
RWI programme the skills required and length of 
the books increases. Throughout we ensure that 
books your children read  only contain sounds and 
red words that they know we really do want them 
to be successful and confident readers.



1

TOP TIPS!

23Timings! - Choose a time when your child is not too tired.  

For how long? - Little and often is always best.

Be positive and encouraging! - They should be able to read the book 
sent home with just a little help.  If you feel they are unable to read it - please let us 
know.  Children enjoy being successful and be discouraged if they find it too hard. 
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Talk about it! - Discuss the characters, settings and events.

If they’re stuck - Help them sound out words - using ‘pure sounds’.
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Read to them too - don’t forget, stories read to your child are their 
favourite time of the day! - They will bring a library book home too. 

Show them adults read too!- Show them how much you enjoy reading 
for enjoyment  then they will also want to do this too. 



Ideas….. 
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Fun ideas to encourage children’s reading…

-Pin up words around the house! - particularly useful for ‘red’ words

- Read to a teddy / sibling / facetime a relative /record to share on 
Tapestry

-Read cereal boxes / comics / signs in shops etc

- Write words from the books in rainbow colours/glittery pens/ in 
shaving foam/ in big chalk letters outside etc

- Play ‘Snap’ or ‘Kim’s Game’ with words

- Read in interesting places!  Make a reading den / in the garden / on a 
walk



Story time

We encourage that you continue to read stories to 
your children, sing songs and nursery rhymes. Not 
only is this a special time for you to have with your 
children but it also helps to develop a range of skills 
such as story comprehension, developing vocabulary 
and their love of books. 



Any Questions?
Please complete the evaluation form.  

Please note that we will be having a maths 
workshop soon…. Date to follow

Thank you!
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