
MANOR PARK NEWS
October 2022

Friday 21st October
INSET Day

 

Monday 24th 2022 - Friday 28th October
Half Term

 

Monday 31st October
INSET Day

 

2nd - 4th November
Community Cafe

 

Thursday 10th November
School Photos

 
Friday 11th November

PTA Winter Fashion Show
 

Friday 18th November
Jumble Rumble

 
Thursday 24th November

PTA Come Dressed as you Please
 

Friday 2nd December
PTA Christmas Fayre

 
Wednesday 14th December

Christmas Lunch Day
 

Friday 16th December
Last Day before Christmas Holiday

 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023
First Day of the Spring Term

 School Applications
 

If your child is starting school for
the first time, or starting Middle
School in September 2023 you

will need to apply by 15th
January 2023.

 

Book Fair
 

Thank you to everyone who came and
supported our book fair - We raised £484.37 for

our school to spend on book.

New Staff 

Mrs Holmes
 Reception TA

Miss Wasiewicz
Reception Teacher

Mrs Bascombe
Year 4Miss Cutler

Otter Class

Congratulation to
Mr White and his

family on their new
addition.

Welcome to the
world Baby

Raphael (Raphy)

iWe have loved working with you this half term -
Welcome to our Manor Park family. 





Year 1

We have had a very busy time in Year 1 and have enjoyed lots of practical, hands-
on learning.

As part of our RE learning we looked at other faiths outside Christianity and
introduced the children to Diwali and the art of Mehndi as a way of celebrating
‘hands around the world’. Mehndi is a body art tradition where intricate patterns

are drawn onto the hands and arms and is a way of celebrating Diwali and thought
to be a general good luck charm. We produced some art that was inspired by this

and was made into a dove of peace to celebrate friendship and togetherness.
As Scientists, we enjoyed using our senses to explore shaving foam, pasta, flour

and baked beans! Some of us really enjoyed getting messy, while some of us
preferred to use our sense of smell and sight! Great vocabulary was used to

explain how we found each item!
In Maths we have been taking our learning outside more- from chalking our part
part whole and number bonds on the playground, to number hunts in the forest

school area. 
In English, we have story mapped and performed “We’re going on a Bear Hunt”

then innovated our own stories so we go on a hunt of our own- from the beach to
the jungle!

Great work Year 1- have a lovely half term.



PTA Newsletter piece
 

A big thank you to everyone that supported the Disco the children
looked to be having an amazing time we raised valuable money

for our school.

Thank you to everyone who has purchased Christmas cards, the childrens designs were really
gorgeous and thanks to the staff for finding the time to make these with the children.

 

FASHION SHOW - FRIDAY 11TH NOVEMBER
Our next event in the calendar is the Fashion Show on Friday 11th November. Tickets
are on sale now from the school office or the PTA staff from a stall in the playground

on some afternoons. The fashion show is a wonderful evening with lots of named
brand clothes at highly discounted prices.  Bring your friends and enjoy a glass of
prosecco, included in your ticket price, whilst looking for your Christmas outfit, or

maybe some early Christmas gift shopping!
 
 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE - FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER
Our Christmas Fayre is busy being organised with lots of stalls for you to enjoy from
tombolas and gift stalls to mulled wine and Father Christmas. More details on this

will be sent out after half term.
 

Our dedicated committee is working hard behind the scenes planning exciting new events
for next year. If you would like to join our PTA please give your details to the ladies in the

office or speak to a committee member. If you do not want to be on the committee but are
able to volunteer some time to help at an event please let us know.

 

We look forward to seeing you at some of our events next half term
The PTA



Early Years

Early years have been learning about harvest and Autumn. At the

beginning of this week, we had our harvest festival which was led by

Reverend Cora. We shared a poem with the older children all about our

hands and the things that they can do. 

There was no better way to learn about harvest than to go on our very

own trip to the farm! Our Reception children went to visit ‘Wild Wessex

farm’ where they met farm animals, saw how fruit and vegetables are

grown (and tasted them!) and went on an autumnal walk, collected

leaves and enjoyed exploring the beautiful woods.

Following on with the theme of harvest, we made our own soup which

we then took to the woods to enjoy- it was delicious!

 
Our Harvest services displayed our values of Collaboration and Creativity with our shared

artwork and poetry created together based on our theme. 
“Hands across Humanity”.  

 
This year, as part of our celebrations, we held a Spirituality Day based on Our amazing Hands.  

 
Year 3 focussed on fingertips and how brilliant they are from their uniqueness to their sensitivity.

We also explored
reading with Braille. 

 
Year 4 had the opportunity to explore themselves and what makes them the individuals that they

are. From this we explored how ‘hands’ can make a difference.

A Huge Thank You for contributing to our collection of food for local families in need.  Some will go
to the Dorchester Food Bank based at Dorford Church

and some to the Community Larder based at St George’s Church. It displays our value of
Compassion. 

Harvest





Year 3

As writers, we have been creating our own instructions based on the
book” How to wash a Woolly Mammoth” by Michelle Richardson.
We used what we had learnt to write instructions for making our
stone tools independently.

As designers, we designed,  made and evaluated our own Stone Age
tools using only sticks, stones and string. 

As Historians, we brought history to life this week when we visited
Maiden Castle, an excellent example of an iron Age settlement on
our doorstep.   

In RE, we have been exploring the Hindu religion through the
question 'Would celebrating at home and in the community bring a
feeling of belonging to a Hindu child?' We looked at the Hindu
celebration of Diwali and how it is celebrated at home and in the
Mandir. 

I have been a Governor for just over 5 years serving as a Parent Governor for 4
years and now as a Community Governor and Vice Chair.

I have had the pleasure over the years to regularly help in classes in all year groups
reading with children, doing times tables practice and assessment, helping on 

school trips and a variety of other activities.  All of this I have thoroughly enjoyed and so I have been
delighted to be able to come back to help in school again this year.  I had the great pleasure a few weeks
ago of listening to some of the Y4 open mic performances and this week I accompanied Y3 on their trip
to Maiden Castle which the children thoroughly enjoyed and also demonstrated their stamina as they
walked 5.8 miles to complete the trip.  It has been great witnessing the children enjoying these
activities which are made possible by the efforts of our amazing staff and from the support of so many
parents.

Thank you.
Steven Murphy



SCHOOL in a BAG
 

On MONDAY 17th October 2022 we welcomed Luke Simon to lead an assembly at
our school. Luke is the CEO and Founder of ‘ SCHOOL IN A BAG’ which is a UK

registered charity. Since 2009, the charity have been distributing SchoolBags to
poor children all over the world - SchoolBags have been delivered to 55 Countries,

so far. 
 

The charity pledges to distribute school bags to poor children around the world. 
School in a Bag pledge to:

support children in all countries regardless of race, politics or religion
work with local partners on the ground thus empowering them within their

communities
provide complete donor transparency by numbering every SchoolBag so that is

trackable
 

One SchoolBag (which is essentially School in a Bag) costs £20. Manor Park CE
First School community have chosen to support this global charity because the

Right to an Education is a right that all of our children understand. The children
were interested and inspired by what Luke told them about the charity’s

work…..you could hear a pin drop throughout the whole assembly. Our school
fundraising and our links with the charity will provide a wonderful opportunity to

develop our children’s global citizenship, an important part of the Personal
Development Curriculum. Fundraising events will be held throughout the year and
the plan is that classes will be heavily involved in deciding how they raise money

for School In a Bag. 
WATCH THIS SPACE….

 
    
 

Visit School in a Bag to find out more ...



Year 2

Science our last newsletter, Year Two have
continued to make progress on building our

own castles. We have taken part in our
harvest service based on a theme of ‘Hands

around the world’. The children in Year 2 have
loved our Castles and Dragons topic.Which

included a trip to Dorchester Keep as part of
our fabulous finish.

UK PARLIAMENT VISIT 

As part of our Personal Development Curriculum and learning about British Values,
Year 3 and Year 4 children received a learning session from Tom who delivers UK

Parliament outreach to schools.  Tom led an assembly on an Introduction to
Parliament Wednesday 12th October.  The children learnt about constituencies, who
their local MP is, The House of Commons and The House of Lords. The children also
took part in discussions about the Rule of Law. Our children asked some excellent
questions during the session and because they had so many questions Mrs Derrien

has emailed some more questions that Tom has said he will answer via email.





School Anxiety
 

School can give children and young people a source of support, boost self-esteem
and give them a sense of achievement, friendships and relationships with trusted
adults. It is however completely normal for children to feel worried about aspects
of school life occasionally. This is usually short-lived, but for some children school

can feel challenging, stressful or distressing for a longer period.
 

In some cases this builds up so that the child is reluctant to go in, or becomes so
severe that they are unable to attend. This is usually called ‘school refusal’,
though many object to the implication that it’s a choice. It is also known as

emotionally-based school avoidance (EBSA) or anxiety-related absence. Below
are links to useful resources that may help you in supporting pupils who may be

experiencing this.
 
 

School anxiety and refusal
Emotionally Based School Avoidance | West Sussex Services for Schools

Year 4

Year 4 have continued to be fully immersed in their Magnificent
Machines theme of learning this term. As artists and designers, we have
created many pieces of amazing artwork alongside our DT robot heads
which contained an electrical component through the use of circuits.

We loved sharing all of this learning with you and showcasing our
wonderful robots during our Robot Roadshow. As authors, we have

spent time unpicking The Iron Man by Ted Hughes, looking at his style
of writing and choice of language to describe his main character. We

also watched a short digital literacy video based on a lonely robot. We
used both pieces of literature as inspiration for our own incredible

robot stories. We felt very proud of our learning outcomes this term and
can’t wait to begin our new theme of learning after half term!

 
And to top off a fantastic start to the school year, we were very

fortunate to welcome a special visitor all the way from Tasmania,
Australia! Mrs Derrien’s cousin! She spoke about what life is like being

a teacher down under, shared the similarities and differences of
schooling in Aus and even left us some Australian coins to analyse. Her

school has twice the amount of children as we do!



Please look at our website for some
more information and SEND

provision at our school: 
SEND Information

 
Information can also be found on
our Wellbeing information pages:

Wellbeing-Team

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/children
-families/sen-and-disability-local-

offer/dorsets-local-offer 

Inclusion and Wellbeing Team
We would like to start by introducing our Pastoral Support and

SEND team. We are: 
Mrs Hannah Oram (SENDCo)

Mrs Jenny Young (Pupil Relationships and Engagement Lead)
Mrs Tina Hill (Family Support Worker)

Ms Clair Bolland (ELSA)
Barney (Therapy Dog)

Please do get in touch if we can help you.

https://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk/our-school/send-information/
https://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Wellbeing-Team.pdf


Attendance - October
 

Whole School
92.2%

 

Class with the best attendance
Penguin Class - 96.2%

 
 

and finally from Mrs Pallister...

FOLLOW US AT

As Autumn approaches we look back
through this half term and I am

overwhelmed by the number of things
that we have managed to pack into a

few weeks.  You will see and hear
much of this through the newsletter.  It

has also been wonderful to really
return to families to being back inside

school, such as open parent days,
outcomes of learning.

I hope that the children have enjoyed
the range of clubs on offer, and if they
have not been able to attend yet, can
look forward to more next half term.  I

am so proud of my staff for ensuring
that we have a range of clubs to offer.
I hope that you enjoy the half term and
take a break as we all know how busy
the lead up to Christmas can be during

our next half term.

https://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk/
mailto:office@manorpark.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ManorParkDorchester

