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What? (Key Vocabulary)

    Hindu Rama & Sita Pilgrimage - Ganges Diwali

   Brahman Mandir (Temple) Shrine Puja 

What is the 
special place of 
worship for 
Hindus? 

Worship can be done within the home or temple. Most Hindus worship 
at home every day but may visit a temple too. A temple in Hinduism is 
called a mandir and is a special place where Hindus worship. In 
countries where there are many Hindus, such as India, most towns will 
have a mandir so all people can worship easily.
Hindu temples are decorated elaborately as they represent the idea of 
a palace, which highlights the idea that God is like a king. The outside 
of some temples have statues of various deities or scenes from 
important stories in Hinduism.

What special 
artefacts do 
Hindus have to 
show respect to 
their God? 

Most Hindus have a small shrine in their home where they can worship 
daily. This worship is called ‘Puja’. The shrine will contain at least one 
image, called a 'murti', of their gods, e.g - Lord Ganesh or Lord 
Krishna. These images help the Hindu to focus on different aspects of 
God. Each shrine will also contain a puja tray which holds some seven 
items. These items are used in the worship. They help the Hindu to use 
all their senses when they worship, as a symbol that the whole person 
is taken up with the worship.

What stories are 
important to the 
Hindu Faith? 

The story of Rama and Sita is a significant tale from the Hindu religion. 
Hindus believe that a great warrior prince called Rama once existed, 
who was married to a beautiful, strong woman called Sita. The terrible 
demon King, Ravana, started causing trouble. He was a ghastly 
creature, with a chilling ten heads and twenty arms. In the forest the 
evil demon Ravana seizes Sita and takes her. Rama follows a trail of 
Sita's jewellery and then meets Hanuman, the monkey-king. Hanuman 
uses his magic power of flight to discover where Sita is and with Rama, 
they raise an army of animals. Rama kills Ravana with a magic arrow.

Whys is the 
River Ganges 
such an 
important place?

For Hindus, the River Ganges is sacred and revered, embodied by the 
goddess Ganga. Because of the purifying nature of the river, Hindus 
believe that any rituals performed at the banks of the Ganges or in its 
water will bring fortune and wash away impurity. The waters of the Ganges 
are called Gangaajal, meaning literally "water of the Ganges".

What is Diwali? Diwali is the five-day Festival of Lights, celebrated by millions of Hindus 
across the world. Diwali, which for some also coincides with harvest and 
new year celebrations, is a festival of new beginnings and the triumph of 
good over evil and light over darkness. The festival is usually some time 
between October and November, with the date changing annually. Hindus 
celebrate the return of deities Rama and Sita after their 14-year exile. 
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