
Issue 13 - Friday 11th December 2020

Children return to school
3rd 
Jan

Reception Vision 
Screening

9th 
Jan

Bingo Night2nd 
Feb

INSET Day10th 
Feb

Diary

                   

              
               Click here to visit our  Manor Park CE First School Facebook page.

School Closures due to weather 

In the event of adverse weather conditions a 
decision will be made first thing in the 

morning whether to close school or not.  The 
school closures will be reported on the 

Dorset for You website, Wessex FM and other 
radio stations generally broadcast the list.  

Applying for a Middle School Place 

Apply online at Dorset School Admissions via a smart phone, tablet or computer.  
You can create an account and then complete the application which should take 
no longer than half an hour.  You will receive a confirmation email once you have 
submitted your application.  If you cannot access the internet, please call 01305 

221060 to discuss alternative ways of applying.

Half Term
13h Feb -
17th Feb

Issue 12 - Friday 16th December 2022

https://www.facebook.com/ManorParkDorchester/
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/apply-for-a-school-place/starting-secondary-or-upper-school.aspx


Pre-school & Reception

Early Years children put on two amazing Christmas Nativity 
performances!

We are incredibly proud of how well they performed. They learnt new 
songs, dances and makaton signs.

The Early Years Team wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. We look forward to welcoming you back in January.



Year 1
We have been extremely lucky to welcome real life 

superheroes from our community and used this to inspire our 
writing. We enjoyed our walk to the postbox with our special 
invitations for our families to visit our superhero exhibition. 

We can’t wait to share with you our special superhero 
writing- we have all become superheroes!

We enjoyed our superhero dress up day and welcoming our 
families to see the hard work we had done towards our 

superhero art exhibition.

As Theologists, we have been looking at how Christains 
celebrate Advent and considered how other faiths celebrate 

at this time of year.

In Maths, we have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes and 
exploring the world around us to find them. We can now 

identify how many vertices, edges and sides a shape has. We 
have also been learning about fact families and how to use a 

number line.



On Monday 12th, Year 2, alongside KS1, joined together 
for a wonderful Christmas service. The children from each 

class took it in turns to retell the story of advent and the 
birth of Jesus. Year 2 did themselves proud! 

In other learning, we have been looking at shapes in 
Maths, continued to work on finishing our clay animals and 

in D&T we have taken on moving pictures; focussing on 
levers, pivots, wheels and sliders. Here are some of the 

children’s learning.



Year 3
As writers, we have created a non chronological 

report about the human skeleton which included an 
effective heading, a labelled diagram, photograph 
with caption and technical  language. We thought 
carefully about the layout so it would engage the 

reader and even included a fun Did you know? box. 

As artists, we have been using different colours and 
textures to design and make creative collages.  

In French,
we have been
learning a few 
festive phrases.

As mathematicians, we used our measuring skills to 
create a pattern for a winter jumper for one of the class 
teddies. We had to measure very carefully with a ruler to 
make sure the jumper would fit.  

In our PE lessons, we have been focussing on hockey skills using 
sticks and puck. We have practised these skills to increase our 
accuracy, agility and control leading to us playing in teams. 



Year 4 has become its own little chocolate factory! The children were set the 
task to design a new ‘chocolate drop’ that Willy Wonka would be proud of. The 
children also had to design their own chocolate brand which included designing 
and making their packaging, inventing a new flavour of chocolate and a catchy 

advert to persuade people to buy it. The children created a persuasive poster 
about their chocolate along with producing a TV style advert using catchphrases, 

alliteration, puns and a ‘celebrity endorsement’. At the start of the task, 
children were able to carry out their own research regarding what type of 

packaging to use. They were very interested in having a package that was able 
to be reused and resealable. When designing their brand, the children focused 
on having a Pop Art style, taking inspiration from Andy Warhol, Roy Lichenstein 

and Burton Morris. 
This month we also looked at Fair Trade and all of its benefits for everybody 
involved within the process of producing a product with the focus of chocolate 

from bean to bar.
We all had so much fun carrying out this unit of work. The children worked 

extremely well and focused throughout. Good old chocolate!

Year 4

Year 4 have also spent time learning about the Trinity and what it means for Christians. TO 
solidify their understanding of the Trinity, the children created some beautiful pieces of art which 
encompasses the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.



The SW region of Parent Carer Forums have 

launched a survey for parent carers of 

children and young people with Special 

Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (0-25). 

The information provided is anonymous and 

parent-carers can complete the survey more 

than once if they would like to tell us about 

more than one transition. The responses will 

be used in a report due to be published early 

in 2023.

Christmas can be an 
exciting and fun time, 

but it can also be 
overwhelming for some 
of us.Please click here 

for some tips to have an 
autism-friendly 

Christmas. 

https://sw-nnpcf.org.uk/home/get-involved/?utm_source=Education+Bulletin+for+head+teachers&utm_campaign=5e032adbea-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_17_11_29_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d35d9676f3-5e032adbea-439524668
https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/topics/leisure/christmas/tips


PTA Newsletter

A big thank you to everyone that supported the Christmas Fayre from the generous donations for the 
tombola to attending and spending money on the evening. A massive thank you to all the staff and 

parents who gave time on the evening to help set up and man stalls and who stayed afterwards. We 
raised a brilliant £1,000 which will be used on projects in the school in the New Year.

Our dedicated committee is working hard behind the scenes planning exciting new events for next 
year and have Bingo and Quiz nights planned as well as an open air cinema for the Summer so 

watch out for the dates for these events which will be released in the New Year.

If you would like to join our PTA please give your details to the ladies in the office or speak to a 
committee member. If you do not want to be on the committee but are able to volunteer some time to 

help at an event please let us know.

We look forward to seeing you at some of our events next year

Merry Christmas from

The PTA

Governor Update

I have been a Governor now for 4 years, and having finished my term as a 
Foundation Governor I was pleased to continue on the Governing Body as a Parent 
Governor. So far this year I have enjoyed being able to help on a Year 2 trip to the 
Military museum and was very privileged to be able to join the Christmas service 
and hear the children read the Christmas story beautifully between them and sing 
some lovely Christmas songs (I might even have had a tear in my eye during one 

song!).

I would like to take this opportunity as we break up for the end of a busy term, 
where there has been much change going on, to wish you all a peaceful Christmas 

holiday and to pray this ancient blessing: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the 
Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face 

toward you and give you peace.”

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
Anna Jackson



Manor Minors Holiday Club

Christmas Bookings are open!

Monday 19th December - Friday 23rd December 

8am - 5pm 
8am - 12.30pm
12.30pm - 5pm

£25 per day or £15 per half day



And finally from Mrs Pallister ………

As we come to the end of the Autumn Term it is an opportunity to reflect upon all the amazing learning 
and events that have happened.
Some of my recent recollections are -

● How well our new Reception children have settled and how this can be seen by the wonderful 
Nativity they performed to such a high standard

● The great turn out by parents in all of our workshops, outcome events and PTA activities, the 
Christmas games event was so successful

● The beautiful singing at our Carols around the Christmas tree

My thanks to you all for the kindness and support that you have shared throughout this term and for the 
many happy moments that we have created together. I wish you and your families a Christmas filled with 
family, love and laughter, and look forward to seeing you all again in the New Year for a great Spring 
Term and more special memories to make.  Enjoy and stay safe.

Contact us
Telephone - 01305 268741

Email - office@manorpark.dorset.sch.uk
Website - www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk

mailto:office@manorpark.dorset.sch.uk
http://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk

