
BIG QUESTION FOR THE FAMILY

Do male humans have larger skulls
that female humans?
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February 2023

Wednesday 1st March - 8.25am
Books at Breakfast

 

Wednesday 1st March - 8.30am
20 Minute Parent Workshop -  

School and Home Communication
 

Wednesday 1st March
Manor Park World Book Day

 

Wednesday 1st March - 6pm
PTA Meeting - All Welcome!

 

Thursday 2nd March
Strike Action - School Closed
(Unless prior arrangement)

 

Friday 3rd March
Kingfisher Class - Shire Hall Trip

 

Monday 6th March
Pre-School Visit to Library

 

Wednesday 8th March - 6pm
Year 3 Performance

 

Thursday 9th March - 9.30am
Year 3 Performance

 

Thursday 9th March
Dr Bike in School

 

Wednesday 15th March & Thursday 16th March
Strike Action

 

Monday 20th March 
Reception Visit to Library

 

Monday 20th March - Friday 31st March
Sustrans Big Walk + Wheel

 

Wednesday 22nd March - 5pm
Parent Forum - Home learning

 

Thursday 23rd March
Sustrans - Be Bright Be Seen

 

Friday 24th March
Easter Service

 

Friday 24th March
PTA School Disco (More details to follow)

 

Monday 27th March - Wednesday 29th March
Hooke Court

 

Monday 3rd April - Friday 14th April
Easter Holiday

 

Monday 17th April
First Day of the Summer Term

Rev Cora led Collective Worship on Ash Wednesday
where she talked about the meaning of the day and how

Christians see it as a time to say sorry for the things
they have done. In some churches ash crosses are

drawn on the worshippers forehead. This ash is made
from burnt palm crosses and oil. 

Please can we ask that parents do not allow their 
 children to play or walk on the new flower beds at
the front of the school as we are in the process of

planting bulbs in these areas.  
We will remind the children of this at school but can
parents also remind their children that they should

not be walking or playing in this raised area.
 

Thank you



Class with the best attendance:
 

Turtle Class - 95.8%

Community Playground
 

 

Please note that the Hedges in the community
playground belong to our neighbours please
could you share with your children not to go

inside them.  There will be red ribbon across the
hedges as a visual reminder.

Early Years

This half term our early years children’s topic is ‘Once upon a time.’
We introduced the story of Goldilocks and the three bears by creating
a scene with clues to the story (a broken chair, some bear footprints
and some wool for her blonde hair). The children used the clues to

guess the story!
 

We will be focusing on three key texts but also ensuring that the
children listen to a range of traditional tales over the upcoming

weeks.
 

We will be finishing off our learning with a ball where children are
invited to come to school dressed in their smart clothes. We are
learning new dance routines for this and have asked parents and

carers to sponsor the children to help to raise money towards our
chosen charity which is bags for school. 

It is with much sadness
that we have to inform you
that Mrs Oram's husband

has sadly passed away.
I am sure you will all join

us in sending our
condolences to her and

her family at this sad time.

Attendance - February
 

Whole School - 91.5%



Please can everyone adhere to
the one way system when driving

on the school site.
This helps to keep everyone safe

Year 3

Kirsten, from Dorset Council came to talk to us about how we can help
protect the planet. She showed us how to use our kerbside recycle bins

and showed us some items that have been made from recycled materials.
 

As part of our work on being a global citizen, on Wednesday 22nd February,
we held our Year 3 sponsored walk and cake sale in aid of School in a Bag.

We raised £95 from the cake sale and around ……… From the walk so we can
provide around 25 bags to children who need them.  

The children were amazing, cheerfully walking laps for an hour. 
Thank you to everyone for their generous donations. 

 
On our WOW Day for our new topic Dear Earth…… We created a class poem

about our amazing planet.



Our acts of kindness for Lent

On  Wednesday 22nd February, the Christian time of Lent begins, preparing for
the coming of Easter. It is a traditional time to give something up. We would like
you to consider looking at this time of year from a slightly different perspective.
We would like to hold four acts of kindness weeks where, if you wish, you can
give rather than give up something.

 

Our weekly acts of kindness are…..
 

Week 1 (27.2.23) - During this week, donate up to £1 toward the Turkey/ Syria Earthquake appeal. 
 

Week 2 (6.3.23) - During this week, donate a toiletry or household cleaning item to the “Food Bank”
based at Dorchester Baptist Church. (Examples -shower gel, deodorant, soap, hand wash, washing
up liquid)

Week 3 (13.3.23) - During this week, donate a can, packet or jar to the Community Larder which is
based at “ The Storehouse Church” in Dorchester. (Examples soup, pasta, pasta sauce)

Week 4:(20.3.23) - During this week, donate an item of women’s or children’s toiletries to the
Women’s Refuge to support those who have needed to leave home very quickly and with few
personal possessions. 

 

Your child will be thinking about acts of kindness in their classes in school so why not join them and
make this Lent time one that is full of kindness towards others.  If you would like to join us, you can
choose to donate for one of the weeks or more than one week, whatever you feel able.

Year 1

We have made a great start to our new learning focus this term-
Where in the world is Paddington Bear?

The children have read the story of Paddington and we will  be
following him on his travels over the coming weeks - Where in the

world do you think he will travel to?
We have also started our new English focus story - Handa’s Noisy

Night which we have story mapped and performed actions to - look
out for a mini performance in the coming weeks.

 
We have just finished our moving pictures based on a mode of

transport - we had to design, make and evaluate our designs and
these will be coming home to share with you.



Year 2

Year Two had a wonderful end to their great Fire of London topic. We
turned ourselves into bakers and made some yummy bread which we
designed and evaluated ourselves. The children took themselves back

to Pudding Lane and become sous chefs to Thomas Farriner. The
children thought the bread was delicious! We also held our own

campfire, toasted marshmallows and drank hot chocolate. What a
treat! We talked about fire safety and learnt techniques to be safe

around fire. For our finale to our topic, the children will be visiting Shire
hall in Dorchester to compare the Great Fire of London to the Great

Fire of Dorchester.



Spring will soon be here and (hopefully!) the weather will start
to improve, so now is a great time to think about getting out and
cycling! There are a few events coming up to promote cycling,
scooting and getting active

 
Now is the perfect time to dust off that bike or scooter and check the brakes

ready for the Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel from 20th March - 31st March. We will
be competing Nationally and against other Dorchester Schools to win prizes for

our school.
 

Year 4

Dr Bike will be visiting on Thursday 9th March.  You can just leave your
child’s bike in the bike shed and a qualified mechanic will check it for
you during the school day. He will fix or adjust whatever he can, and

leave a note of anything that needs fixing which he can’t do there and
then. 

For this half term we have begun another new topic: Anglo-Saxons! 
 

On the first day back we held an introductory day to the Anglo-Saxons. 
 

As Geographers, we used Maps online to explore the locations of
Germania so we could visually see how the Anglo-Saxons arrived onto

the East coast of Britain. After that, we looked at their rune alphabet and
how it has influenced the letters we use today. We practised writing our
names with Anglo-Saxon rune lettering using sticks. As archaeologists,

we dug through sand to find artefacts. As groups we then discussed
what they may have been along with their purposes. Finally, as

designers, we constructed Anglo-Saxon longboats out of cardboard,
tape, hot glue and wooden skewers. 

 
We are all looking forward to learning more about this fascinating era of

British History and how it has influenced us today.



Children’s Mental Health Week
In order for the children to connect with one another and as a Children's Mental Health Week
whole school collaboration we read the therapeutic story 'Warm Fuzzy Tale, by Claude Stiner.

 
Following on from the story the children all made pom poms to represent their 'warm fuzzies'

which they then swapped with other classes on a wreath.  They made the pom poms during the
week and the swap was made a whole school assembly.

 
The children also enjoyed taking part in 'Welly Wednesday' and they could also choose to take

part in various relaxing activities in their classroom on Friday.
 

We would like to thank everyone for their support and donations of wool and cardboard and
would like to say a special thank you to Goulds and Fudges in Dorchester for their generous

donations to the school for this project.



and finally from Mrs Pallister...

FOLLOW US AT

PTA
 

Thank you to everyone who attended our PTA Bingo night - it was a great success and we raised a
brilliant £550 for our school.

 

We have a PTA Meeting on Wednesday 1st March at 6pm - All welcome to help with our planning for
exciting events for the rest of the year.  

 

We also have a school disco planned for 24th March - More details to follow.

Well February has flown by and we are
starting to see lighter mornings and

evenings.  I'm hoping the slightly warmer
weather will be right behind this.

 
Thank you for attending our recent parent
consultations, it was good to see parents

using the options of face to face and virtual
meetings.  It was wonderful to see Miss

Heightly join the Owl class meetings to get
to know a few of you. If you were unable to
meet with your child's teacher then please

speak to them to try and find a mutually
convenient time. 

 
We are looking forward to celebrating World

Book Day on Wednesday 1st March, a day
earlier due to National Strike action, but we

were unable to let this slip by without it
being recognised.  I am sure it will be a great

literary experience.
 

Thank you for your support as always as we
look forward to March and the official

beginning of Spring!

‘B e inspired by Rosie Reverie, and think big
with Little People, Big Dreams stories - hear

these captivating stories, and find out all
about how Kate and Anupama work in science.

 
These fantastic STEM Ambassadors will be
inspirational, and for curious children with
curious minds, there will be a chance to ask

them both some questions.
 

The event is aimed at children aged 6+, but all
ages welcome.’ Book your tickets now Meet
the Scientists - Curious Stories for Curious

Minds STEM Ambassadors Tickets, Wed 15 Mar
2023 at 16:15 | Eventbrite

 
 The event is free to attend, but places need to

be booked beforehand.

https://www.manorpark.dorset.sch.uk/
mailto:office@manorpark.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ManorParkDorchester

